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REMARKS 

Again, reconsideration and allowance of the subject application are respectfully 
requested. Claims 1-4 and 6-33 are pending, claims 12-18 and 21-25 have been 
withdrawn as pertaining to non-elected restricted claims. Claims 1, 9, 10, 19, and 20 
are independent, claims 1-4, 6-11, 19 , and 20 have been amended and claims 26-33 
have been added, and claim 5 has been canceled. 

If the Examiner has any questions concerning this application, the Examiner is 
requested to contact the undersigned at (703) 205-8000 in the Washington, D.C. area. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized In this, concurrent, and 
future replies, to charge payment or credit any overpayments to Deposit Account No. 
02-2448 for any additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. §§1.1 6 or 1.17; particularly, 
extension of time fees. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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19. (Amended, A receiving beam-forming apparatus [in which echo signal 
-eived by multiple ultrasonic transducer element arranged in a iinear form are 
sampfed a, a spa* scanning frequency ,o obtain sample data, said receiving beam- 
forming apparatus] comprising: 

Ut m* °f U ltra,onj r fra nker „ emWs w , ^ 

ILPiu giitv of u|,raso nl£ tracer B | Bp W nf rnr-eM^ slgnab ^ ff ,„„ 

a memory which stores the sample date [derived) from mu « ple scanning cycles; 

[a sampling piane generator, which produces a continues sample data ..ain of a 
sampling plane of a specific ang,e by shifting the phase of or interpolating the sample 
data from the multiple scanning cycles;) and 

a beamformer which forms a receiving bean, in a specific direefcn using the 
sample data. 



4 



